
 

Principles of teaching Art and Design 

at Brook Community Primary School 
Our curriculum has been mapped out over the course of a 2-year cycle, ensuring a progression of skills and knowledge 

with no gaps nor unnecessary repetition.  The coverage includes all necessary learning from the Primary National 

Curriculum 2014 but goes beyond this, providing further depth and coverage and exploring aspects with greater 

meaning for the pupils at Brook.  

Our curriculum provides cultural capital for the children throughout the curriculum from Early Years to Key Stage 2. 

Every year, the children learn about three, four or five different artists from a range of art styles, art movements, 

cultures and disciplines. Within each unit, the children focus on two or three key pieces of art from the artist. By the 

end of Key Stage 2, children will have learnt about 26 artists and 60 works of art (see next page). 

Our curriculum enables all learners to learn well and build their knowledge and skills sequentially, using their prior 

learning as a foundation for their next steps. Links to previous learning are provided using key concepts: ‘Elements of 

Art.’ This contributes to their ability to know and remember more. 

1. We use our very own bespoke sequenced and progressive curriculum to teach Art and Design.  

2. Our curriculum starts in our Early Years. Our pupils learn aspects of Art through the Development Matters 
curriculum but also through our own additions to this, ensuring pupils know what they need to know in the Early 
Years so they can access the next steps in KS1. Each unit has been written to be progressive across a teaching 
sequence as well as over the Key Stage and throughout primary school. 

3. We implement our curriculum consistently in each class, ensuring learning is progressive and enables children to 
know and remember more. 

4. We use carefully planned retrieval tasks to ensure children remember their learning both during the unit as well 
as a year later to revisit learning. 

5. We use composite knowledge tasks to accurately assess learning against our set end points at the end of each 
unit and act upon our assessment information to ensure all children have learnt what they need to learn.  

6. We make links through our ‘echoes and ripples’ looking back at prior learning and looking forward to future 
learning, using the concepts to support our learning over time and enabling us to make links. 

Our Vision for Art and Design: 

• For all our pupils to have a knowledge base of a range of artists from a range of counties and periods in history 

as well as a range of styles and techniques and be able to discuss these pieces with others – Cultural capital 

• For all our pupils to have a variety of skills across a range of techniques to be able to design and create artwork 

of their choice. For our pupils to feel that they are and can be an artist – Courage and creativity 

• For all our pupils to enter their secondary education excited by the next stage of learning in Art and Design and 

continue this passion into their lives.  

• For all our pupils to understand the value of art to their lives and/or the lives of others as a creative outlet 

which can support mental health, well-being and build life skills – Care 

Our Concepts -  Elements of Art: 

• Line 

• Colour 

• Texture 

• Form 

• Shape 

• Space 

• Tone 

In addition to the elements, concepts of art styles, movements and disciplines are sequenced across the curriculum. 

 



 

 

 

 Discipline Artist  Works of art  Art Movement  Art Style  

Early 
Years 

Painter Claude Monet 
 

Japanese footbridge 
Waterlilies 

Impressionism Landscapes   

Collage Henri Matisse The Snail 
The Sheaf 

Expressionism Collage 

Painter Paul Cezanne Apples 
Apples and Oranges 

Impressionism Still life 

KS1 

Painter Vincent Van Gogh Self-Portrait with grey felt hat 
The Sunflowers 
Starry Night 

Post-Impressionism 
Expressionism 

Self-Portraits 
Still Life 
Landscapes 

Designer and 
printer 

Orla Keily 
 

Multi Stem 
Block Flower 
Flower Prism 

Contemporary 
 

Nature 
 

Textiles 
 

Sheila Hicks Multi-Coloured Minime 
4 tunnel Minime 
Escalade beyond Cromatic Lands 

Modern 
 

Other subjects 
 

Painter L.S. Lowry Going to the match 
Coming out of school 
Britain at play 

Naïve Art 
 

Landscape/ 
Urban Scape 
 

Sculptor Andy Goldsworthy Rowan leaves and hole 
Pebble spiral 
Sticks around a hole 

Nature 
 

Environmental 
Art 
 

Painter and 
Collage 

Wassily Kandinsky Concentric rings 
Composition  
Composition VIII 

Abstract 
Expressionist 

Other subjects 
 

Lower 
KS2 

Painter Georgia O’Keefe Jimson weed  
Red Canna  

Modern Nature 

Painter David Hockney Portrait of an artist  
The Splash 

Pop Art Landscape 
 

Textiles 
 

Enid Marx  Shield Design 
Chevron Moquette  

Avant Garde  
 

Other subjects  

Textiles William Morris Seaweed Design  Arts and Crafts  Nature 

Sculptor Barbara Hepworth Sculpture for a modern world 
Mother and Child 
Curved Form 

Modern 
 

Other subjects 
 

Painter and 
Architect 

Leonardo Da Vinci Mona Lisa 
Leonardo's Rivellino 

Renaissance Portraits 
 

Painter Rembrandt Self Portrait Baroque Self-Portraits 

Painter and 
printer 

Andy Warhol Shot Marylins 
Campbells Soup 
Velvet Underground (banana) 

Pop Art 
 

Still Life 
Portraits 
 

Painter 
Collage 

Pablo Picasso Three Musicians (collage) 
Still life with chair caning 
The weeping woman 

Abstract 
 

Still Life 
Portraits 
 

Upper 
KS2 

Painter 
 

Frieda Kahlo Thorn Necklace  
The Frame  

Surrealism 
Modern 

Self-Portraits 

Painter 
 

Paul Gauguin Tahitian Landscape  Symbolism 
Impressionism 

Landscapes 

Photographer David Bailey Lennon and McCartney 
The Queen 
Self-Portrait 

Contemporary 
 

Self-Portraits  
Portraits 
 

Sculptor Yayoi Kusama All the eternal love I have for pumpkins 
Dots obsession 
The flower that blooms 

Pop Art 
Abstract 
 

Still life 
 

Painter 
 

J.M.W. Turner The Fighting Temeraire  
The Shipwreck  

Romantism 
 

Landscapes 
 

Painter 
 

John Constable The Cornfield  
The Hay Wain  

Romantism 
 

Landscapes 
 

Collage Richard Hamilton Fashion Plate 
Post Warhol Souvenir Marylin 
Towards a definitive statement… 

Pop Art 
 

Portraits 
 

Printer and 
Painter 

Banksy Girl with Balloon 
Gorilla and Seal 
Seagull 

Street Art 
 

Other subjects 
 

Architect Frank Lloyd Wright     

https://www.google.com/search?safe=active&sca_esv=360d606574466e04&cs=0&sxsrf=ADLYWIKjfF4br_XoOcpIg74t5a0-VE3kcQ:1733496401402&q=Frank+Lloyd+Wright&stick=H4sIAAAAAAAAAE2SvU6EQBSF3Q0qy1rZ2RlrkwWGX2NjoYmJsTCbGG2IAzIssLP8hQF8BK1MbCx9AqONj2Btp70Nj7CVcYu5U345c889nIus7Q3U5UA5KvxoVt36Vbkcyt7x-fR0euW9SoNeUhR5Mp-oOkuTXhoroxUkTulzyQyJziHwmM3BiNu4l0bK5j-0WBWEJhNGIoeD39JaUDzCwSLZnANqgpLH0aLQyCAccTATpxCXzLKpGnCvqeBBLBpwKdTilkuEos7tpS1FWUVHlHWesFsvUtidW3nKXbAez-FhWKMcKOiqCJI0LpTmaAgMza7NMDTtMFPMGPN32I1rxgmZPoauHNPAwlSoCv02UA7quhQ-2kImxvx2TG24YtPOTQQ_AiUalOQIbsRU8LPbqMPwsDFs2GwEtgqalpY2XFOjaV7y8vUc1XEEdReOCcF0VqD4ZX37pLihye5ZumiD3ctiRqLqZ2Nn7f73Ab29342vL76fDoPh_iL7-vjsD54fZeHn_wNZuNwEDwMAAA&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjoy-SpsZOKAxWrXUEAHe_FEioQ7fAIegUIABDDBQ


 

Teaching and Assessment: 

At the start of each year, pupils will have an overview of learning for the year ahead. This will go into books and can 
be used a reference for learning and concepts. 

Each unit has a carefully mapped plan.  

At the start of a new term, in the first lesson, teachers will begin with planned retrieval tasks on unit previously 
taught (Echoes). These come under two categories:  

1) Long-term retrieval – this will be a retrieval task based on a unit taught around a year previously. 
2) Medium-term retrieval – this will be based on the last taught unit. 

Teachers will also lead a ‘concept review,’ using the ‘Echoes and Ripples’ document to share with the pupils the 
substantive concepts as they arise at the start of each lesson and where the pupils have previously learnt the 
concepts. Teachers will remind the pupils of what the concepts mean and how they might relate to the new unit. 

For four lessons, teachers will follow the unit plan ensuring they teach what is listed on the plan. Teachers will plan 
their lessons based on the learning on the plan but can choose how to teach the learning. 

At the start of the 2nd, 3rd and 4th lessons, teachers will start each lesson with a short-term retrieval task which 
reviews learning from the previous lesson. 

Teachers will use the Brook Art Knowledge Organiser Powerpoint to review previous learning. The knowledge 
organiser has key facts, images of works of Art, techniques used by the artist and techniques taught and used in 
class. It links to the elements of art and is a key tool in retrieval for Art. 

At the end of the unit, for lesson 5, teachers must plan a composite knowledge task to assess learning from the unit 
against the end points identified on the plan. In art, this task may be the final piece of artwork and the evaluation. 
The assessment information gathered from this task is recorded and shared with senior leaders and the next 
teacher. Teachers will plan to re-teach any areas required with pupils who have not met the end points. 

Teachers will also teach the key vocabulary that needs to be taught across the unit. 

 

Intervention and support for the lowest 20%: 

• We recognise that not all children make progress at the same rates. We keep children with the main group for 
their lessons and to provide additional support outside of lessons to enable them to consolidate and catch up. 
Content will be delivered at a suitable pace for the child(ren) as their progression through the curriculum may be 
slower than their peers. 

• Where additional support is needed, it follows the same progression and principles as the mainstream 
programme but with instruction that is broken down into carefully structured, small and cumulative steps to 
provide the important knowledge children need to consolidate. 

• We provide materials that: limit distraction; are clear, linear and easy to follow; and are age-appropriate. 

• Children who do not meet unit end points, will be provided with further teacher to enable them to keep up with 
their peers and access the next stage of learning. 

 


