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Our Vision 

A Small School on a Big Adventure 

 

 

 

Our children will be part of an adventurous, caring family. They 

will have the courage to meet challenges and to learn creatively, 

making full use of our outstanding natural environment. 

 

We aim to: 

  

• Provide the highest quality education, emphasising enjoyment in lifelong 
learning, and ensuring that children are well prepared for a successful 
future. 

• Ensure that children feel secure and confident as individuals, and work 
well as part of a team. 

• Ensure that all members of the school community feel valued and 
respect all others, contributing to the overall richness and success of the 
school. 

• Develop all children to their full potential, recognising and supporting 
the needs of individual children. 

• Encourage all children to become responsible, independent learners who 
think deeply about the world around them and understand the 
interdependence we have with individuals, our community and nations. 

• Develop, in children, a high degree of excellence in English, Maths and 
Science combined with a love of learning across the whole curriculum 

• Insist on and instil positive attitudes towards punctuality, reliability, 
appearance and cleanliness. 

• Ensure our children and staff represent our values of: Being Caring, Being 
Creative and showing Courage in everything they do. 
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Aims of this policy 
 
Brook Community Primary School is committed to the continuous raising of achievement of all our pupils.  
Pupils learn best at our school when they: 
 

• Have their basic physical needs met  

• Feel secure, safe and valued 

• Feel a sense of belonging to the group 

• Are engaged and motivated 

• Can see the relevance of what they are doing 

• Know what outcome is intended 

• Can link what they are doing to other experiences 

• Understand the task 

• Have the physical space and the tools needed 

• Have access to the necessary materials 

• Are not disrupted or distracted by others 

• Can work with others or on their own, depending on the task 

• Are guided, taught or helped in appropriate ways at appropriate times 

• Can practise what they are learning  

• Can apply the learning in both familiar and new contexts 

• Can persevere when learning is hard 

• Can manage their emotions if things are not going well 

• Recognise that all learners make mistakes and mistakes can help us learn 

 

Roles and responsibilities 
 

Teaching and learning in our school is a shared responsibility, and everyone in our school community has an 
important role to play.   

This is how we will create the above conditions for pupils’ learning at all times:  

 

Teachers 
 
Teachers at our school will:   

• Follow the expectations for teaching and professional conduct as set out in the Teachers’ 
Standards  (see appendix 1). 

• Actively engage parents/carers in their child’s learning. At Brook, we share learning updates via Class 
Dojo and share the termly plans at the start of each term.  

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/teachers-standards
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/teachers-standards
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• Update parents/carers on pupils’ progress written report on their child’s progress. At Brook, we send 
home reports at the end of Term 2, 4 and 6. We hold parent meetings at the end of Term 1, 3 and 6. 

• Use assessments and feedback effectively to monitor progress and make changes to teaching and 
learning 

• Deploy support staff effectively so they understand how to: 

- Know pupils well and differentiate support to meet their individual learning needs  

- Support teaching and learning with flexibility and resourcefulness  

- Use agreed assessment for learning strategies  

- Use effective marking and feedback as required  

- Engage in providing inspiring lessons and learning opportunities 

- Feedback observations of pupils to teachers  

- Ask questions to make sure they’ve understood expectations for learning  

- Identify and use resources to support learning  

- Have high expectations and celebrate achievement  

- Demonstrate and model themselves as learners  

• Meet the expectations set out in policies: 

- Behaviour: Behaviour-Policy-2024.pdf 

- Marking, assessment and feedback: Marking feedback assessment Policy 2023.docx 

 

Support staff 
 
Support staff will:   

• Follow the expectations for teaching and professional conduct as set out in the TA Standards: TA 
Standards_only.pdf (see appendix 2). 

• Know pupils well and differentiate support to meet their individual learning needs  

• Support teaching and learning with flexibility and resourcefulness  

• Use agreed assessment for learning strategies  

• Use effective marking and feedback as required  

• Engage in providing inspiring lessons and learning opportunities 

• Feedback observations of pupils to teachers  

• Ask questions to make sure they’ve understood expectations for learning  

• Identify and use resources to support learning  

• Have high expectations and celebrate achievement  

• Demonstrate and model themselves as learners  

• Meet the expectations set out in policies: 

- Behaviour: Behaviour-Policy-2024.pdf 

- Marking, assessment and feedback: Marking feedback assessment Policy 2023.docx 

https://brook-ashford.kent.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/10/Behaviour-Policy-2024.pdf
https://brooksch.sharepoint.com/:w:/s/Staff/Ea8IvJyuKoFNoV_XqIg4AD4BxDdV6wxG1dPQDvunRT1LRg?e=D1Mm0s
https://brooksch.sharepoint.com/:b:/s/Staff/ESb2jqhkEalCmLzGBaC6QbQBO7VesVRbDTuQqHRRpEvbQA?e=lyirHk
https://brooksch.sharepoint.com/:b:/s/Staff/ESb2jqhkEalCmLzGBaC6QbQBO7VesVRbDTuQqHRRpEvbQA?e=lyirHk
https://brook-ashford.kent.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/10/Behaviour-Policy-2024.pdf
https://brooksch.sharepoint.com/:w:/s/Staff/Ea8IvJyuKoFNoV_XqIg4AD4BxDdV6wxG1dPQDvunRT1LRg?e=D1Mm0s
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Subject leaders  
 
Subject leaders at our school will:  

• Help to create well-sequenced, broad and balanced curriculum plans that build knowledge and 
skills  

• Sequence lessons in a way that allows pupils to make good progress from their starting points  

• Use their budget effectively to resource their subject, providing teachers with necessary 
resources for learning  

• Drive improvement in their subject/phase, working with teachers to identify any challenges  

• Timetable their subject to allocate time for pupils to:  

- Achieve breadth and depth  

- Fully understand the topic  

- Demonstrate excellence  

• Moderate progress across their subject by, for example, systematically reviewing progress against 
a range of evidence and reviewing qualitative and quantitative performance data  

• Improve on weaknesses identified in their monitoring activities   

• Create and share clear intentions for their subject   

• Encourage teachers to share ideas, resources and good practice  

• Make effective use of planned release time to work on subject actions 

 

Senior leaders  
 
Senior leaders will:  

• Have a clear and ambitious vision for providing high-quality, inclusive education to all 

• Celebrate achievement and have high expectations for everyone 

• Hold staff and pupils to account for their teaching and learning  

• Plan and evaluate strategies to secure high-quality teaching and learning across the school  

• Manage resources to support high-quality teaching and learning  

• Provide support and guidance to other staff through coaching and mentoring 

• Input and monitor the impact of continuing professional development (CPD) opportunities to improve 
staff’s practice and subject knowledge 

• Promote team working at all levels, for example by buddying teachers up to support one another 
where appropriate   

• Address underachievement and intervene promptly  

• Use assessment information to plan CPD and support staff 

• Model to staff expectations at a high level 

• Ensure polices are followed by all staff 
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Pupils  
 
Pupils will:  

• Take responsibility for their own learning, and support the learning of others 

• Meet expectations for good behaviour for learning at all times, respecting the rights of others to 
learn  

• Attend all lessons on time and be ready to learn, with any necessary equipment for the lesson  

• Be curious, ambitious, engaged and confident learners  

• Demonstrate our school values of care, creativity and courage with their approach to their own 
learning 

• Put maximum effort and focus into their work 

• Complete home learning activities as required 

• Use feedback from staff to improve 

 

Parents and carers 
 
Parents and carers of pupils at our school will:  

• Value learning  

• Encourage their child as a learner 

• Make sure their child is ready and able to learn every day  

• Support good attendance  

• Participate in discussions about their child’s progress and attainment 

• Communicate with the school to share information promptly  

• Provide resources as required to support learning  

• Encourage their child to take responsibility for their own learning  

• Support and give importance to home learning  

 

Governors  
 
Governors at our school will:  

• Monitor that resources and funding are allocated effectively to support the school’s approach to 
teaching and learning  

• Monitor the impact of teaching and learning strategies on pupils’ progress and attainment  

• Monitor the effectiveness of this policy and hold the headteacher to account for its implementation 

• Make sure other school policies promote high-quality teaching, and that these are being 
implemented  
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Our Curriculum 
 
Our curriculum is designed and planned each year by class teachers and Senior Leaders, for the pupils of Brook. 
We look at our cohorts, what motivates them and the context and create a curriculum which is bespoke to the 
needs of our learners providing the opportunities for each pupil to recognise and fulfil their potential and 
abilities through all elements of the National Curriculum and beyond. 
 

• We provide a curriculum which is broad - Preparing our pupils for the world and their place within it 
and always moving forward towards. 

• We provide a curriculum which is deep - We grow from Little Acorns (Year R) to Mighty Oaks (Year 
5/6) over the course of our time at Brook. We are nourished every step, and our learning grows strong. 

• We provide a curriculum which is inclusive - Every child can flourish and reach their potential. The 
curriculum offer is for every child.  

 
Underpinning our curriculum are our core values of Care, Creativity and Courage. Our values support our 
vision, ensuring that our children are part of an adventurous and caring family with the courage to meet 
challenges and learn creativity in our outstanding natural environment. 
 

Our Curriculum Vision 
 

• We prepare every child for their future as educated citizens with the knowledge, skills and cultural 
capital to succeed in life, delivered through adventurous experiences in our outstanding natural 
environment. Our children will develop the courage to meet challenges across all subjects in creative 
ways. 

• We place oracy and literacy at the heart of our teaching as the vehicles for engaging with the concepts 
and content of our curriculum. 

• In addition to a body of knowledge that extends beyond the essentials of the National Curriculum, we 
develop our children’s critical thinking skills, making space for discourse and debate that allows 
children to think judiciously for themselves and come to their own informed conclusions about the 
world around them. 

• Children’s beliefs and values are formed as part of a bigger picture beyond the content of the National 
Curriculum. We provide meaningful opportunities for SMSC (Social, Moral, Spiritual & Cultural) 
development and engagement with fundamental British values throughout our curriculum. 

 

Curriculum sequencing and progression 
 
Each subject has been carefully mapped to ensure full coverage of the National Curriculum, as well as coverage 
of additional knowledge and skills for our pupils. Our curriculum is designed to be taught in a subject specific 
way. Through this method, our pupils learn what it is to be a historian, a scientist, an artist and so on. We make 
links to other subjects if the topic lends itself to this, but not if the link is tenuous as this can cause gaps in 
knowledge and skills. 

 
Each subject has a curriculum map. This map carefully sequences learning from Year R to Year 6, as well as 
learning over a year. As a small school with mixed-aged classes, our maps run on a two-year cycle to ensure 
pupils receive all the teaching and learning they require with no gaps or repetition.  
 
Each subject has key end points (or objectives) to work towards progressively. These end points take in to 
account the need to manage cognitive load effectively for the best outcomes.  
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We use a mixture of our very own bespoke curriculum with some schemes or programmes depending on the 
subject.  
 
Where schemes are used, these are selected carefully to ensure coverage and expectations are high and meet 
our vision. Adaptations are made in planning to suit the needs of our pupils. 
 
For our own written curriculum, each unit of work has a carefully designed plan to ensure progression of 
learning over the course of study.  
 
You can view an example curriculum map and plan in appendix 3. 

  
Subject Curriculum programme 

English – Writing Principles within ‘Talk 4 Writing’ with key high-quality texts 
chosen from the ‘Power of reading.’ 

English - Reading Accelerated Reader 

English - Spelling Spelling Shed 

Phonics Bug Club 

Mathematics White Rose 
Times Table Rockstars 

Science Kent Scheme for Science 

Religious Education Kent agreed syllabus for RE 

History Our own written curriculum 

Geography Our own written curriculum 

Art and Design Our own written curriculum 

Design and Technology Our own written curriculum 

Languages (KS2) Our own written curriculum 

Physical Education Move 

Computing Teach Computing 

Music Sing Up 

Personal, social, health education (PSHE) Heartsmart - with additional learning for our pupils 

Relationships and sex education (RSE) Christopher Winter Scheme 

 

 
Principles and Planning 
 
To ensure our curriculum is taught consistently and effectively, we follow our own written ‘Principles of 
teaching’ for each subject. 
 
These have been developed with training and research by both Senior Leaders and Subject Leaders. 
You can view an example principle document in appendix 4. 
 
Teachers plan for every term using a medium-term planner, considering the teaching week by week 
progressively over the term or sequence of lessons. Teacher plan English and Maths each week. Plans are for 
teachers use and are used to support the learning journey. 
 
Teachers use the curriculum maps, unit plans, schemes and programmes of work to plan. 

 
Echoes and Ripples 
 
Each subject holds its own set of concepts, themes or skills. We call these echoes and ripples.  
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Echoes describe how we refer to prior learning from previous years to help pupils understand the current 

learning and as a memory trigger for what they have learnt previously.  Every topic in every area can echo back 

to a concept, theme or skills which has been taught before. 

Ripples refer to how learning will prepare the pupils for the next steps or future learning. This helps pupils to 

understand where the learning fits into a bigger picture, building towards an end point at the end of the term, 

year or key stage. These ripples help pupils understand the meaning of their learning. 

You can view an example Echoes document in appendix 3. 

 
 
 

Teaching and Learning 
 

Our approach to teaching 
 
Our teaching approach is led by research into effective teaching as well as a blend of traditional practices with 

the latest cognitive science: 

• We use ‘Rosenshine’s Principles of Instruction’ (appendix 5) as a useful method to ensure all pupils 

learn well.  

• We continually learn and develop our practice and use Tom Sherrington’s ‘walk-thrus’ as a method of 

instructional coaching. 

• We regularly engage with high-quality research, such as reports provided by the Education 

Endowment Fund (EEF) 

• For subjects, such as maths, we use a ‘ping pong’ approach, where teacher led learning is mixed with 

pupils’ activities, going back and forth throughout a lesson.  

• We limit the use of powerpoint led learning to ensure pupils are able to engage in learning in a range 

of creative ways, providing movement and talk time. 

• We use our outside environment for learning whenever it is possible to do so 

• We limit the overuse of technology, ensuring pupils learn to write and record well. We use technology 

when it is helpful to do so or the curriculum requires it, such as computing lessons.  

• We provide many opportunities for retrieval practice (see below). 

 

Spaced Retrieval Practice and Composite Knowledge Tasks 

 

Cognitive science informs us that memory has a ‘strength’, referring both to how easily something can be 
recalled and how deeply information is embedded. When content is studied and recalled, both types of 
memory strength increase, meaning that information is more easily accessible and that this accessibility is 
more durable. It is thought that by testing for knowledge of previously learnt content, retrieval practice 
encourages pupils to strengthen their memory on key concepts. 
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At Brook, we regularly provide opportunities for spaced retrieval practice across the curriculum. Retrieval 
practice is a method which uses a variety of strategies to recall information from memory, for example flash 
cards, practice tests or quizzing, or mind-mapping. Spacing enables our pupils to revisit a specific concept, 
idea, or topic several times.  

 

For every curriculum subject, spaced retrieval is planned as part of the sequence of lessons, and short-, 
medium- and long-term retrieval is integrated into teaching. 

 

For example, in History, Geography, Art and DT, the following applies, with vvariations of this model for all 
subjects: 

 

At the start of a new term, in the first lesson, teachers will begin with planned retrieval tasks on unit 
previously taught (Echoes). These come under two categories:  

1) Long-term retrieval – this will be a retrieval task based on a unit taught around a year previously. 
2) Medium-term retrieval – this will be based on the last taught unit. 

Teachers will also lead a ‘concept review,’ using the ‘Echoes and Ripples’ document to share with the pupils 
the substantive concepts which will arise in the new unit and where the pupils have previously learnt the 
concepts. Teachers will remind the pupils of what the concepts mean and how they might relate to the new 
unit. 

For the next four lessons, teachers will follow the unit plan, using the enquiry-based questions and ensuring 
they teach what is listed on the plan. Teachers will plan their lessons based on the learning on the plan but 
can choose how to teach the learning. 

At the start of the 2nd, 3rd and 4th lessons, teachers will start each lesson with a short-term retrieval task 
which reviews learning from the previous lesson. 

At the end of the unit, for lesson 5, teachers must plan a composite knowledge task to assess learning from 
the unit against the end points identified on the plan. The assessment information gathered from this task is 
recorded and shared with senior leaders and the next teacher. Teachers will plan to re-teach any areas 
required with pupils who have not met the end points. 

 
Adaptive and Inclusive teaching 
 
Teaching and learning at our school will take the backgrounds, needs and abilities of all pupils into account.  

 

We will adapt learning to cater to the needs of all of our pupils, including:  

• Pupils with special educational needs and/or disabilities (SEND)  

• Pupils with English as an additional language (EAL) 

• Disadvantaged pupils  

• Pupils that are working at a higher level, or have the potential to do so 
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At Brook, adaptive practice is: 

• ‘… about making real-time adjustments to ensure every pupil can access learning in a way that works 
best for them." - Education Endowment Foundation (2021)  

• ‘…involves tailoring instruction to meet the diverse needs of students, ensuring that all learners can 
engage with the material and achieve their potential." - Gadsby & Evans (2019)  

• ‘…requires a deep understanding of each student's strengths and areas for improvement, allowing 
teachers to provide targeted support and challenge." - SEND Code of Practice (2015) 

 

Teaching and learning may be adapted in the following ways: 

• Flexible groupings of pupils, for example, grouping by their proficiency levels for a specific lesson, such 
as creating small groups for a reading activity where each group receives different levels of support and 
challenge. 

• Visual, verbal or written scaffolds, such as providing visual aids, sentence starters, and step-by-step 
instructions to guide students through their thought process and how this will lead to learning. 

• Diagnostic Assessments, such as using low stakes quizzes or quick formative assessments to gauge 
students' understanding of a topic. 

• Metacognition strategies, such as teaching pupils to use metacognitive prompts and questions to 
reflect on their learning. For example, encouraging students to ask themselves questions like "What do 
I already know about this topic?" and "What strategies can I use to solve this problem?" 

• Peer collaboration, for example, implementing group projects or peer tutoring sessions where students 
work together to solve problems or complete tasks. For example, a science project where students 
collaborate to design and conduct an experiment 

• Personalised learning, for example, developing customised learning goals and activities based on 
student needs and preferences. 

• Use of technology, for example, integrating educational apps and online platforms (TT rockstars, 
spelling shed) that adjust content based on students' performance. 

 

Other adaptations which may be used as well as the above, include: 

• Using the learning environment as a source of support 

• Using support staff effectively to provide extra support  

• Working with our SEN co-ordinator (SENCO), our pupils with SEND, and their parents/carers to establish 
the appropriate level of material to support these pupils to make good progress (See SEND policy: SEN-
policy-2024.pdf) 

 
Learning Environment and Resources 
 
When pupils are at school, learning will take place in classrooms, the outside environment and the hall. 

These spaces will be kept safe, clean and ready for pupils to use them.  

 

They will be arranged to promote learning through:  

• Clearly labelled, comfortable and attractive zones such as reading corners and quiet areas 

https://brook-ashford.kent.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/10/SEN-policy-2024.pdf
https://brook-ashford.kent.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/10/SEN-policy-2024.pdf
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• Posters of Echoes and Ripples for different subject displays so pupils can identify previous learning 

• Working walls for Maths, English and topic work 

• Accessible resources for learning such as books, worksheets and other equipment  

• A seating layout that allows everyone to see the board and participate  

• Displays that celebrate and support pupils’ learning 

• Resources that use dual coding 

• Resources that support all learners and are ASC and Dyslexia friendly 

• A consistent approach across the school for visual timetables and now and next boards 

 

 
Learning at Home 

 
Home learning will support pupils to make the link between what they have learnt in school and the wider 
world. It’s most effective when done in a supportive, secure environment, with focused time set aside. 

All home learning will be made available via Class Dojo or sent home as paper copies.   

Home learning will be reasonable in challenge and length, and its purpose will be clearly outlined alongside 
each task.  

In KS1 and KS2, pupils are set weekly spellings through Spelling Shed. Pupils are encouraged to use TT Rockstars 
regularly.  
 
Every pupil should read at home as often as possible, and parents/carers should record this in their reading 
record. 
Any other home learning is set at the discretion of the class teacher. 
 
Pupils will not receive consequences for not completing home learning. 
 
If the school is closed for any unavoidable reason (such as weather conditions, power, water or gas issues, 
government lockdown procedures or staff strikes) Teachers or senior leaders will set work on Class Dojo or 
Google Classrooms for completion.  
 
In the event of extended closure, see our Remote Learning Policy: Brook-remote-learning-Policy-2021.pdf 
 
 

Staff Development and Training 

 
All staff are able to seek and book training based on their own reflections of their needs. Senior Leaders will 
also organise training based on monitoring of staff and whole-school initiatives and the priorities of the school 
improvement plan.  
 
Weekly teacher staff meetings are primarily used to provide teacher professional development. These may be 
led by Senior Leaders or Subject Leaders. 
 
Senior Leaders hold TA meetings at times to provide additional training or feedback key messages from 
training undertaken by a colleague.  
 

https://brook-ashford.kent.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/11/Brook-remote-learning-Policy-2021.pdf
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Five days per school year are set aside for staff development. This includes safeguarding training as well as 
further professional development training, in line with school improvement priorities. 

 
 

Enrichment 
 

Our curriculum is designed to not only ensure pupils receive the very best academic education but also to 
enrich this education in several ways. 
 
Trips – School trips are planned throughout the year across the school to support pupil’s curriculum learning. 
Costs and travel implications are carefully considered and a balance between local visits and visits further 
afield is sought.  
 
Visitors – Teachers seek to arrange visitors into school to support learning where possible. Visitors can support 
pupils learning though providing a different perspective or a specialism in a particular area. 
 
Environment-led learning – At least twice a term, pupils engage in environment-led learning, either onsite or 
offsite in our local woodland. These days provide children with a day away from the classroom and the 
opportunity to learn through hands-on, physical activities. Links to the current terms learning are made on 
these days. 
 
Brilliant Brook Days – At the end of every term, every child takes part in a ‘Brilliant Brook Day.’ These days are 
planned to provide children with learning outside of the national curriculum. They focus on a range of skills or 
learning, such as: 

• Key life skills 

• Skills in teamwork and problem-solving 

• Community and charity work 

• British Values 

• School Values 

• Morals and Ethics  

• Environment and sustainability 
 
An example enrichment map can be found in appendix 6. 
 
 

 
Monitoring 

 
We will monitor teaching and learning in our school to make sure that all of our pupils make the best 
possible progress from their starting points. Governors are invited to join monitoring activities. 

 

School leaders and subject leaders will monitor and evaluate the impact of teaching on pupils’ learning 
through: 

• Conducting learning walks  
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• Reviewing marking and feedback  

• Termly pupil progress meetings 

• Gathering input from the school council  

• Pupil’s written work 

• Pupil Voice discussions and questionnaires 

• Parental Questionnaires 

• Learning Environment monitoring 

• Performance Management cycle and target setting 

 

Monitoring activities will result in timely feedback being shared with staff. This will be in the form of: 

• Written, individual feedback 

• Discussions with staff 

• General feedback over email or as part of a staff meeting 

• Governor monitoring reports 

• In depth subject reviews 

 

All monitoring information will be used to plan professional development and school improvement 
actions. All monitoring will be returned to at a later date to check progress towards feedback actions.  

 

Senior Leaders plan monitoring activities in advance where possible. 

 

Review 
 
This policy will be reviewed every two years by the headteacher. At every review, the policy will be shared 
with the full governing board. 

 

Links to other policies 
 

• SEN/SEND policy and information report 

• Marking, feedback and assessments policy  

• Behaviour Policy 

• Home-school agreement  

• Equality statement and objectives 

• Educational visits policy 

• EYFS policy 

• RSE policy 

• Remote learning policy 
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Appendix 1 - Teacher Standards
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Appendix 2 - TA Standards 
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Appendix 3 – Examples from a curriculum map and plan 
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Appendix 4 - Principles of… Example 
 

Principles of teaching History at  
Brook Community Primary School 

Our curriculum has been mapped out over the course of a 2-year cycle, ensuring a progression of skills and knowledge 

with no gaps nor unnecessary repetition.  The coverage includes all necessary learning from the Primary National 

Curriculum 2014 but goes beyond this, providing further depth and coverage and exploring aspects with greater meaning 

for the pupils at Brook.  

Our curriculum provides regular opportunities for deeper learning through enrichment activities. Links are made to British 

Values as well as aspects of Religion and Culture. Diversity and Equality play a huge role in our Curriculum.  

Our pupils have the opportunity to engage with a broad but deep programme for Historical learning. Our curriculum 

enables all learners to learn well and build their knowledge and skills sequentially, using their prior learning as a 

foundation for their next steps. Our pupils enjoy the well-chosen specific topics and themes, and these themes provide 

meaningful learning. This contributes to their ability to know and remember more about their lessons and topics. Our 

curriculum provides our pupils with repeated encounters of historical concepts, giving our pupils a clear understanding 

of their learning and how it links to previous learning. Here is an overview of themes reoccurring throughout the 

curriculum: 

Themes 

Early Years KS1 Lower KS2 Upper KS2 

lives of the people  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
contrast farming  
 
 
 
roles in society 
 
 
changes to our lives 
 
 
 
 
 

life for the rich and poor  
 
 
 
 
Ancient Egypt and Ancient 
Greece (rich and poor) 
 
farming changes 
 
 
 
Gender and racial equality  
 
 
changes in civilisation in 
London 
civilisation changes 
because of the end of the 
Ice Age 
 
 

Rich Romans, rich and 
poor Egyptians, life of a 
king, life of a peasant, life 
for Stone age people 
 
Ancient Egyptian 
Civilisation 
 
stone age farming 
farming methods in the 
Nile 
 
Rich Romans, Boudicca 
 
 
changes in life from 
Palaeolithic (or Old) and 
Neolithic (or New) Stone 
Age 
legacy of the Romans 
Saxons and Scots came to 
Britain and how Britain 
changed as a result 
 

Life in Athens and Sparta 
 
 
 
 
Ancient Greece 
Hieroglyphics 
 
agricultural revolution 
farming in Brook 
 
 
democracy 
Suffragettes 
 
 
changes to public health 
changes in the economy 
urbanisation and 
industrialisation changed 
the demographics of the 
local area 
global consequences 
religious beliefs in Britain 
have changed over time 
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1. We use our very own bespoke sequenced and progressive curriculum to teach history.  
2. Our History curriculum starts in our Early Years. Our pupils learn aspects of history through the Development 

Matters curriculum but also through our own additions to this, ensuring pupils know what they need to know in the 
Early Years so they can access the next steps in KS1Each unit has been written to be progressive across a teaching 
sequence as well as over the Key Stage and throughout primary school. 

3. We use key disciplinary concepts, which reoccur across key stages, to support the progression of knowledge and 
skills. 

4. We use our own key substantive concepts, which are mapped out progressively and sequenced to enable pupils to 
build on what they already know 

5. We implement our history curriculum consistently in each class, ensuring learning is progressive and enables 
children to know and remember more. 

6. We use carefully planned retrieval tasks to ensure children remember their learning both during the unit as well as 
a year later to revisit learning. 

7. We use composite knowledge tasks to accurately assess learning against our set end points at the end of each unit 
and act upon our assessment information to ensure all children have learnt what they need to learn. 

 

Our Vision for History: 

• For our pupils to enter their secondary education ready and prepared for the next stage in their historical learning 
through the acquisition of good enquiry skills and knowledge. 

• For our pupils to have a thirst for continued learning in school and an inquisitive, curious mind to serve them beyond 
education. 

• For our pupils to understand their place in our changing world as well as the place of others in our world leading 
pupils to have a deep knowledge of diversity, fairness, poverty and equality as well as a thorough understanding of 
how our values of care, courage and creativity can be applied to aspects of history and serve to challenge worldwide 
issues in the present day. 

Our Concepts: 

Every class will study historical themes and topics that allow them to develop their understanding of historical skills and 

how historians study the past through applying disciplinary knowledge to specific examples. Children will learn: how 

historians make judgments about why an event occurred, or the consequences of an event (cause and consequence); 

how historians make judgments about the extent, nature or pace of change across time (continuity and change); how 

historians make judgments about the extent of similarity and difference within or between groups, places or societies in 

the same time period (similarity and difference); how historians and others ascribe significance to historical people or 

events (Historical significance); how historians use sources to make claims about the past (sources and evidence); and 

how and why historical interpretations are different (Historical interpretations). Children build up their ability to use the 

range of these skills to study specific examples of how historians have analysed past events and constructed their 

accounts of the past.  We use carefully-constructed enquiry questions during our lessons to help situate these skills in a 

given historical context and support children to develop increasingly complex applications of these disciplinary concepts. 

Throughout our curriculum, pupils will learn across our substantive historical concepts:  

Civilisation - A group of people living peacefully together with their own way of life. 

Class - A group of people who share a similar status in society. 

Parliament - A group of people who represent a nation and have authority over rules. 

Empire - A country or group of countries ruled over by a monarch or supreme ruler. 

Trade - Buying and selling goods and services. 

Farming - To use the ground or land to grow food or raise animals for food. 
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We make links through our ‘echoes and ripples’ looking back at prior learning and looking forward to future learning, 

using the concepts to support our learning over time and enabling us to make links, which helps us to remember what 

we have learnt. 

 

Teaching and Assessment: 

At the start of each year, pupils will have an overview of learning for the year ahead. This will go in to books and can be 
used a reference for learning and concepts. 

Each unit has a carefully mapped plan.  

At the start of a new term, in the first lesson, teachers will begin with planned retrieval tasks on unit previously taught 
(Echoes). These come under two categories:  

3) Long-term retrieval – this will be a retrieval task based on a unit taught around a year previously. 
4) Medium-term retrieval – this will be based on the last taught unit. 

Teachers will also lead a ‘concept review,’ using the ‘Echoes and Ripples’ document to share with the pupils the 
substantive concepts which will arise in the new unit and where the pupils have previously learnt the concepts. 
Teachers will remind the pupils of what the concepts mean and how they might relate to the new unit. 

For the next four lessons, teachers will follow the unit plan, using the enquiry-based questions and ensuring they teach 
what is listed on the plan. Teachers will plan their lessons based on the learning on the plan but can choose how to 
teach the learning. 

At the start of the 2nd, 3rd and 4th lessons, teachers will start each lesson with a short-term retrieval task which reviews 
learning from the previous lesson. 

At the end of the unit, for lesson 5, teachers must plan a composite knowledge task to assess learning from the unit 
against the end points identified on the plan. The assessment information gathered from this task is recorded and 
shared with senior leaders and the next teacher. Teachers will plan to re-teach any areas required with pupils who have 
not met the end points. 

Teachers will also plan the key vocabulary that needs to be taught across the unit. 

 

Intervention and support for the lowest 20%: 

• We recognise that not all children make progress at the same rates. We keep children with the main group for their 
lessons and to provide additional support outside of lessons to enable them to consolidate and catch up. Content 
will be delivered at a suitable pace for the child(ren) as their progression through the curriculum may be slower 
than their peers. 

• Where additional support is needed, it follows the same progression and principles as the mainstream programme 
but with instruction that is broken down into carefully structured, small and cumulative steps to provide the 
important knowledge children need to consolidate. 

• We provide materials that: limit distraction; are clear, linear and easy to follow; and are age-appropriate. 

• Children who do not meet unit end points, will be provided with further teacher to enable them to keep up with 
their peers and access the next stage of learning. 
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Appendix 5 - Rosenshine Principles 
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Appendix 6 – Example Enrichment Map 

 
 

 
 


